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L: Thomas (2024) Florida shut down state funding for 
diversity, equity and inclusion. These UF programs 
could be affected. Photo by Ben Nielsen, The 
Independent Florida Alligator

R: Taken Aug 19



L:  Portraits of the women in my family & 
Feminism, Nov 9, 2023, “Intersectionality” 
taught by Dr. Margaret Galvan

R: Body Mapping and design education in a 
collaboration with Brooke Hull, 2023-2024



Mar 25 / Flory SanabriaFeb 23 / MxD grad peers

Apr 12 / Santana NyanjeMar 29 / Azadeh Jalali



Phan (2024), MxD Seminar
Lego Serious Play in Design Research, taught by Dr. Frederick van Amstel

Feb 1 Mar 7 Mar 21



Jun 2024 - present / Adjustments from Crisis Deck

Mar - Jul 2024 / Crisis Deck (Zukowski, Kosake, & Amstel, 2024) Apr - May 2024 / Cardboard

May 2024 - present / Travel field notes



Auto-ethnographic 
design

Design toolkits (i.e. LSP, Crisis Deck)

Political climate 
attacking DEI in 
higher education

MxD graduate studio

Black feminist’s 
theory on 

intersectionality



➔ Always documenting lived 
experiences as much as we can

➔ Creating expressive languages 
through low-tech materials and 
design intervention toolkits

➔ Being conscious of self as a 
culturally embedded entity - 
always a part of collective and 
local social issues

Reflections on autoethnography 
2024



What do designers perceive 
diversity in design education 
at a multicultural university in 
Florida, United States?

Research question for project-in-lieu-of-thesis / 2024-2025



Thank you
Hien Phan
hphan@ufl.edu 
hienphan.cargo.site Dr. Frederick van Amstel

Maria Rogal

MxD graduate peers, 
especially Brooke Hull, 
Santana Nyanje, and 
Cassie Urbenz

Acknowledgement



Collins, P. H., & Bilge, S. (2020). Intersectionality. John Wiley & Sons.

Freire, P. (1970). Pedagogy of the oppressed. Continuum, New York.

Thomas, Z. (2024, January 29). Florida shut down state funding for diversity, equity and inclusion. 

These UF programs could be affected. Retrieved September 27, 2024, from The 

Independent Florida Alligator website: 

https://www.alligator.org/article/2024/01/dei#:~:text=The%20Florida%20Board%20of%20G

overnors%20gave%20final%20approval

Rogal, M., & Sánchez, R. (2017). Codesigning for development. In Routledge handbook of sustainable 

design (pp. 250-262). Routledge.

Schouwenberg, L., & Kaethler, M. (2021). The auto-ethnographic turn in design. Amsterdam: Valiz.

van Amstel, F. (2024, August 28). Reading the world with Lego Serious Play. Retrieved September 27, 

2024, from Frederick van Amstel website: 

https://fredvanamstel.com/talks/reading-the-world-with-lego-serious-play

van Amstel, F. (2024a, June 21). Existential crises in doctoral design research. Retrieved from 

Frederick van Amstel website: 

https://fredvanamstel.com/talks/existential-crises-in-doctoral-design-research 

Zukowski, Alanis Louise de Mello; Kosake, Maria Vitória Ribeiro; Amstel, Frederick Marinus Constant 

van; “Codificação gráfica de crises existenciais: reflexões sobre um experimento de 

educação crítica em design”, p. 1756-1763 . In: Anais do 11º Congresso Internacional de 

Design da Informação e 11º Congresso Nacional de Iniciação Científica em Design | 

CIDI+CONGIC 2023. São Paulo: Blucher, 2024. 

https://doi.org/10.5151/cidiconcic2023-121_649945 

References

https://www.alligator.org/article/2024/01/dei#:~:text=The%20Florida%20Board%20of%20Governors%20gave%20final%20approval
https://www.alligator.org/article/2024/01/dei#:~:text=The%20Florida%20Board%20of%20Governors%20gave%20final%20approval
https://fredvanamstel.com/talks/reading-the-world-with-lego-serious-play
https://fredvanamstel.com/talks/existential-crises-in-doctoral-design-research
https://doi.org/10.5151/cidiconcic2023-121_649945

